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C H A P T R R  IS

Iı( A M I N (  T H Ĺ C O N S T  ıT TIT IO N

1 W h y  łın d  h o w  w als th e  C o n s titu tio n  o f In d ia  m a d e ? E x p ıa in  b r ie fly

/l C o n s id e r in g th e  d iv e rs ity o f th e  n a tio n
, 
th e  le n g th o r th e  In d ia n  C o n s titu tio n  is

u n d e ı  sta n d a b le

P r o b ıe m s fłıc e d  in  th e  c o n s tr u c tio n  o f tııc  C o n s titu tio n

A  c o n s titu tio n  d e s ig n e d to  k e e p  th e  c o u n try to g e th e r w a s  re q u ire d w ith s u c h d iv e rs ity a n d g re a t

s iz e

T o  ta k e  it lo rw a rd
, 
le a d e r s h a d to  w o rk c a re fu lly a n d p a in s ta k in g ly

B e n e fits o f th e  C o n s titu tio n

it h a d  s o u g h t to  h e a l th e  w o u n d s  o f th e  p a s t a n d th e  p re s e n t

it s o u g h t to  n u rtu re  d e m o c ra c y  in  a  p la c e  w h ic h  h a d b e e n  a  c u ltu r e  o f h ie r a r c h y  a n d  d e fe r e n c e

2 H o w  w a s th e  C o n s titu tio n  fr a m e d ? E x p ıa in  b r ie fly
A T h e  C o n s titu tio n  o f In d ia  w a s  fr a m e d b e tw e e n  D e c e m b e r 194 6 a n d D e c e m b e r  194 9

P r o c e d u r e

D u r in g  th is tim e
, 
its  d r a fts  w e r e  d is c u s s e d c ıa u s e  b y  c la u s e  in  th e  C o n s titu e n t A s s e m b ly \

A s s e m b le  h a d e le v e n  s e s s io n s
, 
s ittin g s  s p r e a d  o v e r  16 5 d a y s

R e fin in g  a n d r e v is in g  w a s  c a r rie d  o u t b y  v a rio u s  c o m m itte e s

A  T U M U L T U O S  T IM E

3 T h e  y e a r s  im m e d ia te ly  p r e c e d in g  th e  m a k in g  o f th e  C o n s titu tio n  h a d  b e e n  e x c e p tio n a lly
h ım u ıtu o u s  a  tim e  o f g r e a t h o p e

, 
b u t a ls o  o f a bje c t d is a p p o in tm e n t J u s tify  th e  s ta te m e n t

A In d ia
, 
fr e e  b u t d iv id e d

, 
fr e sh  in  p o p u la r  m e m o ry , 

In d ia  h a d b e e n  d iv id e d \
p o p u ıa r  s tr u g gıe s

Q u it In d ia  m o v e m e n t (19 4 2 ) T h e  m o s t w id e s p r e a d  p o p u la ľ  m o v e m e n t a g a in s t th e  B ritis h  r aj
s ta r te d by  M a h a tm a  G a n d h i

S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e C h a lle n g e d th e  B ritish ľ a j w ith th e  fo r e ig n  a id
R e s u lt o f th e s e  m o v e m e n ts

P e o p le  r e a c te d s tro n g ly  a g a in s t th e  B ritis h  r u le  a n d th e r e  w a s  ris in g s o f th e  ra tin g s  o f R o y a l
N a v y in  B o m b a y
In  19 4 0 s

, 
th e j e  w e r e  m a s s  p ro te s ts  b y p e a s a n ts  a n d w o rk e r s

C o n g re s s  a n d M u s lim  L e a g u e  c o u ld n o t u n ite  a s  a  ľ e s u lt th e r e  w e r e  G r e a t C a ıc u « a  K illin g s

H ig h  d e g r e e  o f U n ity th e r e  w a s  h ig h d e g re e  o f u n ity s e e n  in  th e s e  p o p u la r  s tru g g le s

M a n y  p e o p le  lo s t th e ir  h o m e s T h e y h a d to  m ig ra te  to  d iffe r e n t p a r ts

P a rtitio n  h a s le d In n u m e r a b le  M u s lim s  in  In d ia  a n d S ikh s
, 
H in d u s  in  P a k is ta n  h a d to  sh ift T h e r e

w e re  in c re a s in g th r e a ts  o f s u dd e n  d e a th

Q  a - \ ç
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C o u n trie s

T H E  V IS IO N  O F  T H E  C O N S  T ï T U T ï O N

9 W h e n  w a s  O bje c tiv e  R e s o ıu tio n  w a s  in tr o d u c e d ? D is c u s s  th e  O b je c tiv e s  R e s o ıu tio n  a s

p r o p o s e d  b y  N e h r u

i) ın tr o d u c tio n

O n  13 D e c e m b e r  19 4 6
, 
Ja w h a r  L a l N e h r u  in tro d u c e d O bje c tiv e  R e s o lu tio n  ın  th e  C o n s tittıe n t

A s s e m b ly

ii) It p r o v id e d  fr a m e w o r k  fo r  C o n s titu tio n

O bje c tiv e  R e s o lu tio n  o u tlin e d  th e  id e a ls  o f C o n s titu tio n  o f In d e p e n d e n t In d iĄ  a n d  p ro v id e d  a

* iu n e w o rk w ith in  w h ic h th e  C o n s titu tio n  w a s  to  b e  m a d e

iii) ın d e p e n d e n t
, 
S o v e r e ig n  R e p u b ıic  w e r e  id e a ıs

O bje c tiv e  R e s o lu tio n  w a n te d In d ia  to  b e  In d e p e n d e n t
, 
S o v e re ig n

,  
R e p u b lic  a n d  g u a r a n te e d  a ll

its  c itiz e n s  e q u a lity ,  ju s tic e  a n d  fr e e d o m

iv ) S a fe g u a r d  in te r e s ts  o f m in o r itie s

It a ls o  a s s tıre d  a d e q u a te  s a fe g iıa rd s  to  m in o ritie s
,  
b a c k w a rd  a n d  tr ib a ı a r e a s  a n d  d e p r e s s e d &

b a c k w a rd  c la s s e s

v ) R e w o r k  a n d  r e a d a p t a ll th e  id e a s

T h e  o bje c tiv e  w a s  to  fu s e  th e  lib e r a l id e a s  o f d e m o c ra c y a n d  r e w o rk  a n d r e a p t a ll th e  id e a s  o f

F re n c h &  A m e r ic a n  R e v o lu tio n s  w ith in  th e  fr a m e w o rk o f In d ia n  C o n s titu tio n

v i) S o c ia ı id e a s  o f e c o n o m ic  ju s tic e

H e  a ls o  w a n te d to  in c o rp o ra te  th e  s o c ia lis t id e a  o f e c o n o m ic  ju s tic e

]0 H o w  d id  A ın e r ic a n  a n d  F r e n c h  R e v o lu tio n  in s p ir e  N e h r u
'
s  O b je c ń v e  R e s o lu tio n ? W n y

h e  d id  n o t w a n t to  c o p y  th e m ? D is c u s s  N e h r u
'
s r e a c tio n  r e g a r d in g  th e s e  R e v o ıu ń o n s

iw q u a te d  th e  ta s k  o f m a k in g  In d ia n  C o n s titu tio n  w ith  th a t to  A n ıe r ic a n  &  F r e n c h

R e v o lu tio n

N e h r u  h a s  e q u a te d th e  ta sk  o f m a k in g  In d ia n  C o n s titu tio n  w ith  th a t to  A m e ric a n  a n d  F r e n c h

R e v o lu tio n  a n d a ls o  w a s o f th e  o p in io n  th a t C o n s titu tio n  m a k in g  p r o c e s s  o f In d ia  is  a  lo n g

s tr u g g le  fo r  fre e d o m  a n d lib e rty

ii) B u t a t th e  s a m e  tim e
, 
th e s e  r e v o ıu tio n s  w o u ld n o t b e  ta k e n  a s  B lu e  p r in t

H o w e v e r  N e h r u  n e ith e r  w a n te d to  b o rro w  th e  A m e ric a n  &  F r e n c h  R e v o lu tio n s  id e a ls  n o r  it

w o u ld n o t p ro v id e  a n y b lu e  p r in t fo r th e  C o n s titu tio n B u t o n ly  w a n te d s o m e  o f th e  id e a s  o f

th e s e  re v o lu tio n s  to  b e  in c o rp o ra te d a fte r  d e lih e r a te  d is c u s s io n s
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T h e  C o n s titu e n t A s s e m bıy w £ıs  e x p e c te d  to  e x p ľ e s s  th e  a s p ita tio n s  o f th o s e  w h o  h a d
p a ľ  tic ip a te d in  th e  m o v e m e n t Ib r in d e p e n d e n c e  a n d th e  id e a ls o f s o c ia l s tr u g g le  s in c e  19

th

e e n tu rj  w   e ı  e  [) c m o c ı  a c y , 
E q u a lity  a n d ï u s tic e

ii) S o c la ı r e fo r m e r s  o p p o s e d  c lıiıd  ın iłr r itıg c
, p r o m o te d  w id o w  r e  ın a r r ia g eT h e  s o c ia l r e fo rm e rs  in  th c  n in e te e n th c e n tu ry 이) p o s e d c h ild m a r  ia g e  a n d d e m a n d e d w id o w

re m a tT ia g tJ s o  a s  to  p ro m o te  s o c ia ı ju s tic e

iii) S w  a m i V iv e k a n n n d '
s lıin d u is m

V iv e k a n a n d a  c a m p a ig n e d Ib r  a  r e fo rın  o f H in d u is m H e  w a n te d r e lig io n s to  b e c o 】ale  m o re
e t

J U ş L

iv ) J y o tib a  P h u lc  w a n te d  u p ıiftm e n t o f th e  d e p r e s s e d  c a s te s

Jy o tib a  P h u le  in  M a h a r a s h tr a  p o in te d to  th t  s u ífe rin g  o f th e  d e p r e s s e d c a s te s

v ) C o m m u n is ts  a n d  s o c ia lis ts  fa v o u r e d  e c o n o m ic  ju s tic e

T h e  C o m m u n is ts  a n d  S o c ia lis ts  o rg a n is e d w o rk e r  s  a n d  p e a s a n ts
,  

s o  a s  to  fu lfill th e ir  d e m a n d
o f e c o n o m ic  a n d  s o c ia lju s tic e

v i) N a tio n a ıis t ıe a d e r s w a n te d  d e m o c r a c y  &  c itiz e n
'
s  r ig h ts  &  e q u a lity

T h e  n a tio n a l m o v e m e n t w a s  a g a in s t th e  B ritish  g o v e rn m e n t a s  it w a s  o p p r e s siv e  a n d

ilİe g itim a te  a n d  w a n te d  to  e s ta b lis h  d e m o c r a c y a n d Ju s tic e
, 
fo r  c itiz e n s

'

rig h ts  a n d  e q u a lity

13 W h a t a r e  th e  s e r ie s  o f C o n s titu tio n a l R e fo r m s  in tr o d u c e  b y  B r itis h ? W h a t w e r e  its

d r a w b a c k s ?

T h e  B r itis h h a d  b e e n  fo r c e d to  in tro d u c e  a  s e r ie s o f c o n s titu tio n a ı r e fo r m s

i) A  n u m b e r o f A c ts w e re  p a s s e d (19 0 9 19 19 a n d 19 3 5 ) G ra d u a lly  e n la i g in g  th e  s p a c e

fo ı  In d ia n  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  p ro v in c ia l governments

ii) T h e  e x e c u tiv e  w a s  m a d e  p a r tly  r e s p o n s ib ıe  to  th e  p ro v in c ia l le gis la ttııe  in  19 1 仁二二二

iii) T h e  e x e c u tiv e  w a s  a ım o s t e n tir e ly r e s p o n s ib ıe  u n d e r  th e  G o v e r n m e n t o f In d

A c t o f 193 5

iv ) W h e n  e ıe c tio n s  w e r e  h e ıd  in  193 7
,  
u n d e r th e  19 3 5 A c t Th e  C o n g re s s  c a m e  to

p o w e r  in  e ig h t o u t o f th e  1 1 p ı  o v in c e s

D r a w b a c k s

T h e  e le c to r a te  th a t e le c te d th e  p ro v in c ia l b o d ie s h a d e x p a n d e d o v e r  th e  y e a rs B u t e v e n  in  19 3 5 it

r e m a in e d Įim íte d to  n o  m o ľ e  th a n

a ) 10 to  15 p e r  c e n t o f th e  a d u lt p o p u la tio n

b) T h e r e  w a s  n o  u n iv e r s a ı a d u lt fr a n c h is e

c ) T h e  le g is la tu r e s  e 1ċ c te d u n d e r th e  19 3 5 A c t o p e r a te d w ith in  th e  fr a m e w o r k  o f c o lo n ia l

r u ıe

d) İ t w a s r e s p o n s ibıe  to  th e  G o v e r n o r  a pp o in te d by th e  B ritish

m
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